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By .Tom Lambert. ] CPYRGHT

'harny Pigs and C

O/ The Herald Tribune Stalf >
WASHINGTON. -

1 Viarci, 1064, Wil MouCess
fanfare and  sincere high
niopes,  the . United States
latnehed a $2 million corn-
Pig program i South Viet
Nam. . ’ ]
Thiee pigs were given .to
cach of 5,000 Victnamese
families through the South

‘Viethamese government. Along

will) the pigs, each family re- |
ceived a year’s supply of con-
for the animals, plus enough
cement and other constiruction
materials to bulld small sties
for them, '

Tie ovjects of the program
were sinipler To provide a .
source of food, or irevenue,
for the families; to give South
Viet Nam a strain of sound,
healthy pigs which would re= .
prodguce more pigs for distri-. [,
bution to other families: to -
zive the familles a slightly .
Jarger stake, in.the hope that -
“the gifts of the pigs would
renerate some gratitude and
theredy, perhaps, a little more’ [
ioyalty to and faith in their

sovernment., v & : P INRRE LA SRR

In a country at peace, & ¢
less-fragmented  nation  of |- .~ Maj. Gen. Bdward T. Lansdale
people with some sense of + f. ', S e :
anity, the program might | R
JJiave worked, might have at- .
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tained its goal of three pigs. o |
WwCeei dn 100,000 famdlies by - !
1867, |

I

Bub South Viet Nam is a :
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[ ' some familics—with that peas-

| families banded together fnto -

o

- INISUCAl U1 TaISINg Uhe pigs
-and building stles for them, .

“ant directness which dictates
~attention first to self—butch-

rered the animals, cooked and ¢
rate the corn and used ‘the

building materials to repair .|
-their houses, - .
i Others built stiecs and stuiTed -
;eorn into the plgs until they

jwere of cooking-pot dimen-

"sions. Then, - fearing ithat o -
skulking band of Communist

 guerrillas or a government

I miiltla patrol might happen

; by, the families ate or sold the .
} pigs.

{ On the surface, the corn-

! pig program scemed a bust,

. But in a curious way, un-

! foreseen by its planners, the

| prograim achieved a result

i-which delighted some of then:

tsome of the families exprosse -
fing gratitude to the govern-

y ment, raised thelr pigs, and

' when the animals were large

cenough  for hutchering, o,
when they had ltters of piglets

for distribution to others, the:

loose co-operatives to scll or
give them away on the basis .
of a common, voted decision,

“We lost money on the pigs
and corn,” one American of-
ficlal acknowledged ruefully
last weck, “but we made a,
nibtle money, on’ 7 o little to be

country with little scnse of - .
coacsion, at war., And 4hoso . !
sactors—which have erippled -

o wmodified or Jiggled askew !
s many other Anerican- .,
sponsored civilian (as- distin=
anished from military) pige
cRenns in Vied  Nam=—une .
hinged the cown-plg project,
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